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Chapter 8 Nurse Educator 

Nurse Educator 

Definition 

I typically begin each chapter with a broad definition of the specialty. However, this 

specialty is so varied that I want to first state that the definition I provide here is just a 

general definition with so many possible interpretations. A nurse educator can be 

loosely defined as a nurse who educates. See how general that is? And that is an 

excellent thing.  

There is so much scope and so many possibilities with this specialty that it is exciting. 

Possibilities mean that you can find a role best suited for you. As you probably know by 

now, I am all about doing what you enjoy and what makes you feel engaged. We work 

too many hours in the day to be miserable. It doesn’t do you or anyone else justice to go 

to work day in day out and not feel good about it.  

In this chapter I am mostly referring to nurse educators who educate nurses and nursing 

students. But keep an open mind regarding nurse educators. There are nurse educators 

that work in community/public health, in facilities, and in various other organizations. 

Like I mentioned earlier, there are many possibilities. I have included links in the 

resources section below for different types of nurse educator associations. 

Qualifications 

Most nursing faculty positions require an advanced nursing degree such as a Masters, 

PhD, in particular, an advanced degree in nursing education. Although, like many 

specialties, this is not set in stone. I have known nurse educators who had BSN’s. 

Typically they were teaching LPN courses or nurse refresher/skill courses.  

Common Employers: 

Colleges & Universities 

Vocational/Technical Schools for nursing 

Nursing Continuing Education programs & skill training programs 
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Hours of work:  

Hours vary but many educators work M-F daytime hours. In addition, educators tend to 

spend time at nights and on weekends preparing lessons and reviewing student work 

(especially with the evening/online/flexible nursing programs growing in popularity). 

Resources: 

 American Association of Colleges of Nursing: http://www.aacn.nche.edu/ 

 Association of Community Health Nursing Educators http://www.achne.org/ 

Also, please be aware that there are many State associations for various nursing 

educators (Ex. Florida Association for Vocational Nursing Educators, etc.). Do a search 

for nursing educator associations. Have a look around the website and learn as much as 

you can. Reach out and connect with others. Is there a membership for the association? 

What are the membership requirements?  

These are all just suggestive questions. As always I encourage you to take action. If you 

are interested in making a change in your nursing career, it first requires that you decide 

to make a change. Then you need to start taking action. 

I want you to succeed, but you first have to start before you can succeed. Go ahead and 

start. 

Alicia-joy 
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